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CtStu Boat\C34\AutoMac Battery Sense Wire,doc
Page 1 of2

Stu : FYl, when I added my SpaCreek albrnator controller (Auto Mac) in 1989, the instructions
call for a battery sense wire to the "on" pole of the key switch. lt was done that way so that no
cunent could flow When the key switch was "off'.
I couldn't get that damn thing to work unless I held in the override (think that was the name)
button. Couldn't figure it out as I vlas positive that it was wired correctly. I called Spa Creek
when I was in Annapolis and asked if they made "house calls". Mike Hoffnran (their Tec) arrived
after I let the fridge on for 12 hrs to draw down the batteries. We started the engine and still
couldn't get that controller to kick in the auto mode!!! Mike finally ftgured out that the sense wire
nes seeing the altemator output, because this was before the wiring harness upgrade!!!
Not knouring any better we moved the battery sense wire to the back of the Perko switch. That
was great as the controller WORKED, but cunent was flowing thru that sysbm when the key
switch was off and Perko switch "on". Because the wire as connected to the center pole of the
Perko. $o, I wire in a micro swltch that opened only when the key switch was tumed on and it
opened the circuit to the Auto Macll (what a jury rig),
I lived that way till 1991 when Catalina finally admitted that all of the amps from the attemator
went direct to the key switch and them back to the batteries. Who would have thunk that!!
Reason simple - Frank Butler had 2 box cars full of the old wiring harnesses for the old instrument
panelwith the ammeter. They stopped installing the ammeter in the engine instrument panel
1988, but used those old hamesses thru 1991 production. That was for over 1100 C34 hutls and
1000 G36 hulls and some C30 with the M25XP.

Still hard to believe, but fiafs why I went to duel output which connect direct to the batteries.
YourAuto Mac probably has different circuitry that the older one I had!!

So, don't be surprised if these guys have mounted a $ense wire to the keyswitch. End of
Ron

ln a message dated 8/31/2005 3:35:59 PM Pacific Strandard Time, ronphylhill@adelphia,net
writes:

l/2005 3:35:59 PM Pacific Daylight Time
: ronplrylhill@adelphia.net (Ron Hill)
mr aqu aq@ao l. c om (Stu J ac ks on*)

Subj: Re: Battery Sense Wire AutoMac BACK
l/2005 5:43:56 PM Pacific Daylight Time

From: Mraquaq

Io: ronphy lhill@adelphia.net

Your Auto Mac probably has different circuitry that the older one I had!l


