> THE TELLTALE

Catalina 34 Fleet One - San Francisco Bay

Maintenance Alert

For those of you who have older
model C-346s (mine is 1986 #214) |
recommend an immediate and careful
inspection of all stainless welds at all
joints on the stern and bow pulpits and
your stanchions.

Background: Recently, in calm sailing
conditions, a crew member leaned
against the port corner of the stern
pulpit and the weld broke where the 10
tubing angles down and connects to the
round through bolted deck yange. This
portion of the pulpit takes the strain of
the lifelines attached thereto. This also
happens to be the part of the tubing that
serves as a conduit for the stern light and
electronics wiring that runs up to the top
stern rail.

Due to its proximity to the deck and the
wiring, this could not be welded on the
boat. We had to remove the wires and
the pulpit and take it to a weld shop for
the repair. Upon close inspection we
found that small rust pits had developed
at the tubing / yange joints on both sides
of the boat. Only a matter of time until
the starboard side let go as well.  While
at the weld shop, all the pulpit joints
were checked and re-welded as needed
with a generous bead. They were then
beautifully polished out to better than
new condition. Some of the joint weld
beads were pretty thin and showed minor
signs of rust pitting. (And they call it
stainless, go pgure)

As areference, | used Alameda Prop and
Machine for the work. Owners Scott
and Steve were very prompt, loaned me
a wire puller and did the weld and polish

work themselves. Their rate was $75 per
hour. The job took 1.5 hours for a total
bill of $112.50.

I have since inspected all the lifeline
stanchions and the bow pulpit carefully
and found just a couple of suspect
rust pits. The welds still look good.
However, | now routinely inspect and
use Starbrite rust remover to keep the
joints and yange tops clear of rust. A
break in any of these parts could lead
to a crew safety issue, and a little extra
effort brings this Captain some peace
of mind. Please do pay attention to this

maintenance chore even if your boat is
newer than mine.

Bill Eddy, oCasinod #214

South Beach Harbor docking for The San Francisco Cup

As you know, the San Francisco Cup is being held at South Beach Yacht Club (Sept 22, and 23) this year because of a conyict
with some AC boat racing scheduled at GGYC.

Dave Davis (Davis_707@yahoo.com, phone: 650-948-3461) has managed to negotiate a reasonable rate ($20.00 per night)
with the Harbor for Friday, Saturday, and Sunday evening - side ties and raft-up. Saturday eveningts dock fees are included in

the registration fee of $75.00.

So Dave can secure the necessary space, he needs to know who needs dock space on which nights (Friday, Saturday, or Sunday)
as soon as possible - but he MUST have it before September 7, 2007. Please e-mail your needs directly to Dave.

If you would rather have a slip (at the usual SBH rates) than a side tie for the weekend, you should contact South Beach Harbor
directly as soon as possible -- 415-495-4911. Details are available on the SBH web site - http://wwwv.southbeachharbor.com/
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Ballena Bay Cruise-in

Over the weekend on June 16 and 17, twenty-three members and
their families enjoyed the warm sunshine of Bellena Bay and the
hospitality of the Ballena Bay Yacht Club. Sailing in were Sea
Spirit, Amandla, BruGar, Wind Dragon, Madcap and Crew@ Nest
and driving in were Aquavite, Ciaco, and Fata Morgana.

Arriving boats were warmly greeted and guided to their slips by
Robyn Craig of BBYC - great job Robyn! After docking, crews
enjoyed each others company, okicked the tireso of other boats
and asked 0Why did you do it that way?6 many times.

Drinks and appetizers on the dock were followed by dinner with
the friendly folk ay BBYC - they serve dinner for their members
and guests every Saturday night.

On Sunday morning we enjoyed a tasty breakfast at the Bellena

News in Brief:

Crewis Nest wins IC Race #2
Oueimada wins IC Race #3

Nine Boats attended BBYC Cruise-in
RYC Cruise-in and BBO - 7/14/07

San Francisco Cup NOR attached
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Bay Caf® and Deli (Paul Gossds suggestion - thank you Paul).
Chatting over breakfast in the warm sunshine, we waited for the
tide to build. Several folk investigated a collections of Hunters
and Nordic Tugs at the nearly dealership and we all odrooledd
over the immaculate interior decor of BruGar 8 the best cared for
boat in the Fleet. Others were content to soak up the sunshine and
the views across the bay to San Francisco.

By midday, there was enough water to starting moving around
and those that sailed in set out for home & mostly motoring in yat
water and less than 4knots of wind.

When visiting Ballena Bay, remember that the water at the
entrance can get thin at low tides

We thank Robyn Craig for her help in making this all happen and
the members of BBYC for their hospitality.

Cruising Schedule

Richmond Yacht Club Cruise-in
July 14 and 15, 2007

2007 Rendezvous Angel Island
October 13/14, 2007

Race Schedule

Inter Club Series

July 7 South Bay
August, 4 South Bay
September, 8 South Bay

San Francisco Cup
South Beach Yacht Club

September 22 and 23
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First Time Racing

On May 5" we entered our yrst race in our C34, Obsession. We
had missed the opening race of the Interclub Regatta in April but
thought we would give it a try in May. Our only goal for the race
was to have fun (and arrive back at the marina safely). 161l just
jump right to the conclusion of this article and tell you that we had
a blast, and we ynished better than expected.

For all of us on Obsession this was our vrst keelboat race. The
crew included Bruce MacDiarmid, owner of C34, Laurie Ann,
and the two self named Jibmeisters: my brother Mark Perry,
owner of a Catalina 30 and our friend, Ken Turnbull. Each of us
had some experience racing small sailboats several decades ago
but it is only a vague memory. This was the yrst time that the four
of us had sailed together so we left the dock early to get in a few
practice tacks.

This was a South Bay race and | had hoped the winds would be
lighter for our yrst race. But no such luck. We arrived on the Bay
to ynd gusts of 20 to 25 knots. We practiced tacking and trimming
the sails but, frankly we were pathetice.... a comedy of errors. |
will admit that the conditions were so bad | considered packing
it in for the day. (By my standards these were gale force winds.)
But, we stuck it out and were glad we did.

Someone had once, incorrectly, told me that fino one reefs when
racing.0 What a relief it was to see all you racing veterans putting
a reef in your main. We reefed and tried a few more practice
tacks. We arrived late to the starting line and didndt see any other
Catalina 346s. In the distance we spotted the C34 peet already
approaching the windward mark. By then we were so far behind
that | doubt that the leaders even knew that we were in the race.

We headed upwind into the strong winds and heavy chop and

ynally rounded the yrst mark. We continued downwind and with
each leg we narrowed the gap between ourselves and the rest
of the peet. As the race progressed we seemed to get the boat
under control and gained conydence in the windy conditions. We
ynished the race knowing that we are better sailors than when we
began.

Thankfully, the elapsed times are adjusted for our three bladed
prop, and roller furled jib. This gives poating condos like
Obsession a yghting chance. To our surprise with our corrected
time we vnished fourth out of six boats. We were ecstatic.

This was a great learning experience. | got to apply my sail trim
knowledge, which 16m often too lazy to use when 16m out for a
casual sail with friends. | learned more in that day of racing than
in the past dozen sailing trips. It was a big conydence booster
for sailing in windy and rough conditions. But the best thing of
all: it was great fun.

In summary our yrst racing experience was a huge success. We
returned safely, learned plenty and had a darn good time. We are
hooked and wedll be back for more.

Postscript

Since writing this article we entered our second race. We arrived
on time and were close to the lead at the start. From there things
deteriorated, especially on the long downwind leg that ended at
Oakland Yacht Club. We came in last place (by quite a distance).
Bummer. | have a long list of excuses that 16m sure youdre
familiar with. But what the heck, we still had a blast and wedll
be back in July

Lee Perry - Obsession

CATALINA 34 RACING ROUND-UP

Inter Club Race #2

The Veet welcomed Obsession as they took part in their prst C34
one design race.

During the scheduling for this years series, it was agreed by the
participating Clubs that the May race would be moved to the South
Bay to avoid the strong wind in the Central Bay. The weather
gods were not happy with that decision and turned it on big time
for the May race in the South Bay 8 winds 30 8 40MPH against a
strong ebb to add to the excitement. To make sure everybody got
to enjoy the afternoon, the RC set an 11-mile course d one of the
longest in the South Bay.

Seven of the seven boats racing in the C34 one design class
bobbed around the starting line, put their pnger in the air and
decided that it was time to either roll up the 130% jib as small as
possible or pnd the 110% jib and put it on and put the main up
with one or more reefs in it.

Itozri >Nxxzi 820zsi 755<

Page 3

As the start, Crew@ Nest arrived at the line on port tack early and
had to run up the course side of the line to avoid starboard tacking
boats and get back on the right side of the line before the gun
0 some people have nerves. Wind Dragon, having missed their
start by 5 minutes started with the C34 design yeet on port and
about 3-boat lengths to leeward of Crewts Nest. Although sailing
in different divisions, this set up an afternoon struggle between
Wind Dragon and Crew( Nest. The remainder of the veet started
safely on starboard.

At the prst mark, the order was Crew( Nest, followed by Wind
Dragon, Mottley and Casino. The course to the second mark was
a close reach that saw Crew@ Nestis ofund meter over 9 knots
most of the time (with reefed main and 110% jib) and a few
times over 10 knots. At the second and third marks the order was
unchanged.

The 4" leg was once again up wind, Wind Dragon managed to
get past Crew(s Nest and the order around the 4™, 5" and 6™ marks
was Wind Dragon followed by Crew(s Nest, Mottley, and Casino.

Catalina 34 Fleet 1






